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Synopsis

During the closing years of the sixteenth century, the Dutch East India Company fast became a
political and economic force in Asia, en route to becoming the leading private company in the world
by 1660. This definitive volume explores perhaps the most important tool in the companya ™s
trade: its ships. Robert Parthesius here reconstructs the complete shipping activities of the
Company through a unique database that charts the movements of even previously ignored smaller
vessels. Demonstrating that the wide range of types and sizes of vessels were indeed what gave
the Company the ability to saila "and to continue its profitable tradea “year after year, Dutch Ships in
Tropical Waters combines the best of maritime history and archaeological research in order to
change our understanding of the logistical dynamics behind one of the most important and

successful businesses of this period.
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Customer Reviews

Robert Parthesius is a maritime historian and archaeologist, as well as director of the Centre for
International Heritage Activities in Leiden and a lecturer in historical archaeology at the University of

Leiden.

Excellent monography, presenting the case of how VOC - Dutch Companies for East India -
developed its shipping network in FarEast, creating many subsidiaries to operate its core business

of trade. Very similar to any modern trading company, with the support of military power, whose



technology linked to naval one had become the industrial support to all that trade.The
so-mentionned commercial era or commercial capitalism is not only a matter of simple commercial
exchanges or barters, but is, overall, a techological advance based on naval power: heavier ships,
displacing more tons and military ships, armed with a good crew a powerful guns.| defend this thesis

that industrial development of mankind is very close to military developments, since old times.

A thorough study of the VOC, their East Indiamen and the activities of the company in the East. A
must for me as a collector of treasure coins and the history they carry.
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